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Geon—Yong Lee’s Songs and Art Songs:
Focusing on Stylistic Changes in Response to the

Sociocultural Context

Miyoung Kim

This study sheds light on how Geon-Yong Lee transitioned from composing Art
Songs to creating popular and easy “songs” in response to the historical realities of
the May 18 Democratization Movement. His shift in songwriting aimed to convey the
critical realities of the 1980s period to the public, aligning with his view of music as
intrinsically linked to life. Following the deposition of the military government in the
1990s, Lee resumed composing Art songs, marked by stylistic changes that distinguish
them from his earlier works. While his compositions from the 1970s focus on ex-
istential and self-exploratory themes, those from the 1990s onward emphasize commu-

nal and shared emotions. Stylistically, they tend to be simplified.
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