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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Directionality of Music Courses as Undergraduate

General Education for Character Education

Won Sun Choi

This study addresses character education through music courses as undergraduate
general education in college. The needs for character education of the times led to
the enactment of Character Education Promotion Act of 2015, which indicates that the
field of education has been forced to instantly embrace and reflect the national and
social needs for character education. Taking that viewpoint, the present study sought
after a topic of "what meanings character education had through music as a course of
general education and what directionality could be proposed" in character education
for college students.

The study first examined a "need for musical character education for college
students" in the aspects of goals and educational policies that the government set
for character education to figure out the significance of character education through
music courses as undergraduate general education at the national and social level.
Secondly, on the premise that character education should primarily be provided
through general education in college, the study looked into the research trends of
character education in previous studies on correlations between college education and
character education and between music education and character education published in
domestic journals, thus shedding light on academic needs for research on musical
character education for college students. Thirdly, it set the goals of musical
character education for college students based on the elements of character education
including personal, relational, and social character. The current states of
music-related general education courses were analyzed in total 28 universities, which
include ten local base universities of South Korea and 24 South Korean universities
that were in top 800 of "2015-2016 World University Rankings" by 7imes Higher
Fducation (THE), a British university evaluation institution, to examine the
possibilities and problems of music courses as undergraduate general education as
courses of character education 1in an attempt to actualize character education.
Finally, the findings were used to propose directionality for music courses as

undergraduate general education for musical character education.
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